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rowned by the Richmond Fire-
‘ Rescue logo debossed into the

cast-in-place concrete, the hall’s
hose tower at once designates the function
of this public safety facility and stands as
a beacon for the city’s civic precinct. The
massing and material expression of Rich-
mond Fire Hall No.1 Brighouse reflect its
dual role as a four-bay facility with dor-
mitory quarters for 14 firefighters, as well
as the administrative headquarters for all
Richmond Fire-Rescue operations.

The hose tower serves the tradi-
tional function of drying hoses, but
is also designed as a valuable training
infrastructure, offering firefighters an
array of typical building conditions for
practice exercises—balcony with slid-
ing door, bedroom window, and stairs.
Additionally, an expansive patio off Level
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CAREER 1 NOTABLE

3 provides another area for ladder- and
ground-based training operations.

In the apparatus bay, 16-foot tall bi-
fold doors were specified on the exit side
of the drive-through bays for maximum
safety performance, offering drivers an
unmistakably clear response path out of
the hall and into the flow of traffic (some
drivers have been known to try exiting the
bay while conventional roll-up doors are
still in the process of being raised, inadver-
tently colliding with the doors,
causing damage and a delay in
response time). The new fire
poles were rendered in brass for
a symbolic continuity with the
pole in the original hall.

Internal organization of
the facility makes turnout time
paramount—layout of dormi-
tory rooms and firefighter sup-
port spaces are arranged for
optimum emergency response,
and for visual access to the
apparatus bay. Sleeping quar-
ters are arranged around a
core of washrooms and fea-
ture one sliding pole at each
side. Firefighters emerging
from their beds and into the
corridor follow clear and
direct paths to these points
of descent, aided by floor-to-
ceiling windows at hallway
ends that offer clear views to
the apparatus bay below.

Richmond Brighouse
Fire Hall No. 1
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he new fire hall is the
first combined urban fire
and ambulance station

in British Columbia. The facility
consists of two bays for ambu-
lance vehicles, two bays for fire
rescue vehicles, two emergency
vehicle technician bays and sup-
port spaces include recovering
rooms, training classrooms,
administrative spaces, kitchens
and exercise space.

This project represents the type of
design response we are passionate about.
The term response being fundamental to
providing the client with a solution that
satisfies their functional and operational
needs but does not lose sight of design
integrity.

As a fire station, the building has very
specific functions that are critical and
measurable. As a building, it must fulfill
additional, more notional concerns. The
design fulfills the practical functions of
fire response, firefighter training and

MIXED-USE
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provision of a comfortable
living and working environ-
ment where inhabitants spend
a good part of their day and
night. It seeks to do this in a
way that is not pretentious, not
superficial and not exorbitant.
It solves the functional criteria
with a practical approach.

As a building that carries
the responsibility of provid-
ing a neighborhood service,
the design was also crafted around
issues we felt were important to the
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representation of the building. These
included: security; safety; standing as
beacon and anchor for the neighbor-
hood; and expressing its purpose.

The design acknowledges the repre-
sentational language of a fire station but
attempts to reinvent and reinterpret this.
Visibility is used to provide views of the
fire apparatus, and truck bays, the clear-
est and most compelling representation of
the building’s purpose. The building looks
out over the neighborhood to provide a
sense of protection. The design evolved
from a response that listened carefully to
the client’s needs and provided an archi-
tectural expression that was rooted in a
concern for the quality of the built form.
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